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St. Aidan in the Beach 

Advent Newsletter 

December  2019

Christmas Services 

December 7, 7:00 pm 
Ecumenical Carol Service

at Corpus Christi RC Church
 

December 24
4:30pm Family Eucharist and Pageant

 7:30pm   Carols and Communion
            11:00pm    Midnight Mass

 
December 25, 10:30 am  

Christmas Communion
 

                             Advent Meditation
On Wednesdays December 4, 11 and 18 there will be
Christian meditation on Advent themes in the church,
from 7:30 to 8:15 pm. We use music, short readings and
prayers, and a 20 minute period of silence to enter more
deeply into this holy time of preparation for Christmas.
 
    
                        Advent Learning Group
On three Thursday evenings, December 5, 12 and 19, 
join us in the church from 7:30 to 9 pm for a time of
learning and discussion as we address some of the
questions you raised in our pre-Advent Question Box!
From small topics to the weightier matters of faith, we
will delve into these questions together.
 

Dear Friends,
 
The first Sunday of Advent marks the start of 
our church year - and this can seem incongruous
when others mark a new year on January 1st.
But for us there is special symbolism in starting
our year at a time of deepening darkness, as we
move into winter and towards the longest night. 
 
For us, the good news that emerges - and that
we pin our faith, hope and love onto - is that
Christ is the Light of the world. Christ comes into
that deep darkness and transforms our
experience of it. We proclaim that in the face 
of suffering, doubt, pain we can find hope, even
joy, because we are not alone. God is with us,
coming at that first Christmas in the form of a
baby.
 
Darkness is part of our earthly pilgrimage. 
In darkness wonderful things can happen. 
In darkness we may see the guiding stars more
clearly. May we walk together through times of
darkness and towards the Light of Christ, this
Advent and always.
Lucy



Christmas Open House at the Rectory

 
Lucy and David invite you to drop in at the rectory, 

71 Willow Ave, 
any time between 3 and 5 pm on Saturday December 21

for some seasonal goodies.
No need to bring anything: just come as you are 

and enjoy some social time with others from the parish.

Children and Youth Ministry

We are so lucky to have had a great start to the school year in
the children’s ministry. Our community of families is truly one
of a kind, and we are blessed to have over 60 kids on our
Sunday school roster. 
 
This year the junior youth class (grades 4-8) have been
attending a cooking and mindfulness program at Beach United
Church. We are happy to have been collaborating with them
this October and November as our group walked over on
Sundays to join in the fun. We are excited to have our group
return to being part of our Sunday school, and hope to
continue this collaboration in the new year!
 

We have started up a new youth program for high school aged students! Our youth justice team began at
the beginning of October and is working hard to plan fundraisers to contribute to our local community. We
are always looking for new members to join, as we have a small group so far. Please spread the word to
any youth you know looking to make a difference in our area! Looking forward towards the holiday season,
we can’t wait to  start working on our infamous Christmas Pageant to be performed on Christmas Eve as
usual. We are lucky to have a great team of volunteers in the children’s ministry and are always happy to
have more helpers join us!    Gemma Snider

Practising mindfulness



Some Fall Highlights

Curve Lake Pow-Wow 

Lake baptism and reaffirmations 

Blessing of Animals

Seniors' Stratford trip

Thanksgiving

Claremont School
gathering, and a
classroom - formerly
Lucy's office
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Music Ministry

Scenes from our Author Dinner

 A Night at the Opera concert last May at St. Aidan's was a great success! Thanks to Michael Barrett,
Marcelle Boisjoli and their friends who performed in a full church. Thanks to Caroline Ham who organized
it and everyone who helped out, as well to those who attended. It was definitely a delightful night at the
Opera!
 
On Sunday November 3, to mark All Souls Day, the Senior Choir participated in our first Memorial Hymn
Sing. The service was very much appreciated, especially by those that submitted a hymn request. Kim
Schemeit, flute, and John Fraser, trumpet, accompanied the verses of the hymns throughout the service.
Also, a number of soloists from the choir brought their gifts of music. Moreover, we raised significant funds
towards the purchase of a digital piano/organ,  needed during our upcoming renovations while we worship
at the former Memorial Hall.
 
St. Aidan’s Junior Choir, ages 12 and under, is starting practices to prepare for their participation in the
Advent and Christmas season church services. We do have some enthusiastic singers, such as Lillian
and Hazel James, who have already taken a challenge to sing a duet at the 10:30 service. Well done,
girls! We are always looking for more brave kids who would like to share their joy of singing with the
congregation. Please speak to Rev. Lucy, Gemma or myself if you know somebody willing to join our Jr.
Choir.
 
Please mark your calendars for Carol Singing on Saturday, December 7 at 7pm. St. Aidan’s Senior Choir
is joining other churches in the Beaches and is going to take part at the concert held at the Corpus Christi
Catholic Church at 1810 Queen St. E., Toronto. https://www.corpuschristichurch.ca/  We hope that this
annual carol singing tradition based on a rotation among the participating churches will be revived in the
Beaches.
 
Last but not least, if you would like  join our Senior Choir, be it on a seasonal, Christmas and/or Easter
basis or throughout the year, please come down to the choir room for a practice on Sundays at 9:30am or
speak to any choir member.
 
Respectfully,
Yvette Gudas,  Music Director



From our Associate Priest

What do you long for? What do you long for in the world and in your own life?
 
The season of Advent that begins every new liturgical year is characterized by longing.  We long for
Christmas, the birth of the Messiah, who brings light to our dark world.  We long to realize our hopes and
dreams for what we’d like to accomplish in the new year.  We long for clarity and direction—in our career
decision-making and in our everyday existence.  We might also long to know more about what it means to
journey along the Way of Jesus, what it means to be a Christian today.  All of us have questions, some big
and some small.
 
I spent my childhood in a church that didn’t encourage questions.  When I was a youngster, I was once told
that my persistent questioning showed a lack of faith.  The expectation was that I would simply accept
things at face value and not probe more deeply.  Eventually I found my way into Anglicanism.  The
Anglican Church satisfied part of what I longed for as a teen: to find a safe place where I could explore
answers to all my burning questions.  I’ve never stopped asking questions, especially now that I’m a priest!
 
Asking questions is a wonderful thing.  It shows a longing for illumination.  That’s why we placed a
Question Box at the back of the church through November.  We invited any and all of you to write out
whatever questions you might have and drop them in the box.  During the four Sundays of Advent, in place
of a typical homily, Lucy and I and others will discuss some of the submitted questions. And on Thursday
evenings in our Advent group we will address and discuss some of the other questions together.
 
Our hope—our longing—is not always to find conclusive answers, but to allow the Question Box
to help us think more deeply and strengthen our commitment to follow the Way of Jesus.
 
The Rev. Jeff Nowers



 "Episcopally Led and Synodically Governed"
 
I have been asked to provide a short report of the 159th Diocesan Synod, held on November 8th and 9th.
It was a tightly packed agenda, and several items had to be condensed or abandoned altogether. In spite
of this, I was impressed by the fact that Members were allowed a whole hour to address the Bishop on the
issue of same-sex marriage. There was compassionate reflection on the decision of General Synod and
Members were allowed the space for this.
 
There has been a proposal to revise the structure of decision making in the diocese. A working group has
been putting together a structure in which the Diocesan Council would be replaced by a smaller Synod
Council with committees working for it with different areas of expertise. These committees would have
decision-making capacity without referral to Synod Council. After much discussion, this motion was
defeated by a small margin.
 
I was gratified to see that motions to limit diocesan use of single use plastics and provide land to be
developed as affordable housing passed with massive support.
 
But the crowning moment of the Synod for me, was sitting next to Lucy when she was told she would
become a Canon.    - Virginia Wilson, Delegate

Report from Diocesan Synod 

Diocesan synod is an annual meeting attended
by bishops, clergy and lay representatives
from every parish across the Diocese of
Toronto. This year Ginnie Wilson and Colin
Snider attended as lay reps from St Aidan's, as
well as Lucy, Jeff and Michael as clergy.

Although there is much in the way of
formal business and serious issues to
discuss, Synod has its lighter moments,
and photographer Michael Hudson
caught one at the area bishops' table

Lucy will be installed as a canon in St James Cathedral, 
106 King St. E., on Sunday January 19th 2020 

at a service of Choral Evensong at 4:30 pm. All are welcome!



Out of the Cold 

As news broadcasts have repeated, Toronto is facing a housing crisis. People who are poor, have
addictions or mental health issues are particularly vulnerable to finding themselves without shelter. The
work of Out of the Cold recognizes the need but also the spiritual requirement to care for the poor,
hungry and homeless as part of our faith. 
 
St.Aidan’s Out of the Cold (OOTC) started up again this season on November 4 at Beach United
Church. The program moved there last year once it was clear that St Aidan's Memorial Hall, where it
operated for the first 15 years of its existence, was going to be sold to Claremont School. Each Monday
from November 4 to the middle of April 2020, we will welcome guests with hospitality, food, shower
availability and a place to sleep.
 
The program provides overnight accommodation for a total of 25 men and women and routinely
welcomes up to 75 guests to supper, many of whom have some form of accommodation but who come
to enjoy a hearty, healthy meal. Our OOTC has enjoyed a reputation as being one of the best in the city
for the care the guests feel from the volunteers. Once again, a number of people from St. Aidan’s and
Beach United joined with other volunteers to offer the guests hospitality, greet them, prepare and serve
food and hand out socks or toiletries. Our band, St Aidan's Regrets, which plays on Sunday mornings at
the 10:30 service, will also play and sing a couple of times this season.
 
In addition to the unseasonably cold and snowy beginning to November, this was the only OOTC
location open on Monday nights before mid-November. So the list for beds was full before 2:00 pm and
the formal registration didn’t even start until 4 pm. People who arrived too late to get a bed for overnight
were understandably upset. Another sobering piece of news was that two of our guests from last year
had died. Grenville was  stabbed to death in August and Norm seems to have taken a lethal combination
of alcohol and sedatives. We prayed for them the first evening before the meal, and also at church on
Sunday.

As a church community St. Aidan’s OOTC has been
active for years and while we regret the need for it, and
advocate for change, we also celebrate the participation
and dedication of the people of this parish to this
Outreach program. If you would be interested in learning
more please contact Margie Betts
(margbetts@rogers.com) or me, Michael Van Dusen
(mjpvandusen@gmail.com).
 
The Rev. Michael Van Dusen, deacon 



Mission and Facilities Update

The Church of St Aidan
2423 Queen St. E., Toronto, ON M4E 1H6

staidansinthebeach.com
416-691-2222

Sale of Properties
Memorial Hall has now been transformed into Claremont School, specializing in teaching children with
learning disabilities. It was very pleasing to see how fresh and attractive the interior looks now, at the
recent open house (see photos  on p3), and how creatively the space has been converted into
classrooms without changing the integrity of the building.
 
A coffee table book of photographs of Memorial Hall from the past to the present is being prepared by
parishioner Evelyn Barsby, and will be on sale for parishioners soon!
 
The four lots on Willow Ave (formerly the parish lawn) have now been sold, with closing dates in
November, February and May. Each lot has been approved for the building of a detached house. A
parish work party put up a fence to separate the rectory backyard from the lawn, and cleared away
tree debris from the whole property. Many thanks to all who came out to help.
 
Church Renovation Design
There was good parish attendance and feedback at the September 15 design meeting with our
architect, Megan Torza, from DTAH. We collected written questions from parishioners, and are
working through them now. We will be giving responses as the process unfolds. While many details
remain to be determined, the general approval for the overall design is strong.
 
We are currently working on the costing, to bring the project into line with our resources. That has to
be completed before many of your questions can be answered. The Mission and Facilities Committee
is tasked with careful examination of costs, design and choices to be made about our priorities,
always keeping the mission of the church in mind as we look to the decades of ministry ahead. We
will be going back to you for further input as we refine details of each space in the design.
 
This is a complex and slow process, and involves many hours of volunteer work on the committee.
We are grateful for those who are contributing their time, and for the support and involvement of
parishioners at large.
 


